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Did You Know? 

The Tasmania Fire Service 
currently has 356 career 
firefighters, more than 4,000 
volunteer firefighters and 230 
brigades. Our Volunteers are 
the largest workforce under 
the Dept of Police, Fire and 
Emergency Management. 

TVFBA 
Discussions 

• TFES as a standalone 
agency. 

• One standard of safety 
across TFS. 

• TFS return to full RTO. 

• Future funding model. 

• Volunteer development. 

• Volunteer officer 
development and 
accountability. 

• Standard clothing issues 
across all brigades. 

• Workforce development 
planning across volunteer 
and career brigades. 

• Working Party 
representation. 

• TFS recognition of volunteer 
specialist skills and civilian 
qualifications. 
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From the TVFBA President

Welcome to the first edition of Volunteer – the newsletter of the 
Tasmanian Volunteer Fire Brigades Association. 

Our volunteer story is one of service through people. By sharing 
our stories and successes as an organisation, we raise awareness 
of our contribution to the protection of Tasmanian communities. 

Our volunteers come from all walks of life, representing all age 
groups and reflecting the demographics of the communities 
within which they serve. 

It’s important highlight our volunteers as the largest employee 
group within the Tasmania Fire Service. Equally it’s a privilege to 
represent our volunteers as Delegates of the Tasmanian 
Volunteer Fire Brigades Association (TVFBA).  

Through our communication, we provide assurance to our 
membership community that we, as State Delegates of the 
TVFBA, work hard to represent their issues and concerns at many 
levels. 

Maintaining the trust of our membership is fundamental in 
supporting their brigades as they provide incident responses, 
training and community awareness across the State.  

We acknowledge our communication processes haven’t been 
effective in the past. The TVFBA must be part of the public 
discussion where the issue impacts our membership.  

It is important the TVFBA maintain the trust afforded to us by the 
membership through proactive engagement on key issues 
impacting our volunteers.  

Rob Atkins AFSM 
State President 
Tasmanian Volunteer Fire Brigades Association 
Email: statepresident@tvfba.org.au 
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VSSU - Our Support

The Volunteer Strategy & 
Support Unit was launched 
during National Volunteer 
Week 2021. The new Unit 
supports and sustains an 
effective volunteer 
workforce and has been 
designed with two streams:  
The Strategy stream – 
responsible for the 
identification, development, 
and implementation of a 
range of strategies and 
initiatives to further enhance 
volunteer sustainability 
including the unified TFS 
and SES Volunteer 
Sustainability Strategy, and 
key volunteer resources 
such as the Volunteer 
Handbook, Toolkits, and 
policies.  
The Support stream – 
responsible for providing at-
elbow support and 
assistance to brigades, units, 
and communities with a core 
focus on recruitment, 
retention, and capacity/
capability-building. The 
team will also play a key role 
in supporting community 
discussions around 
opportunities or barriers to 
volunteering in the local 
setting.  
The Volunteer Strategy and 
Support Unit works in 
partnership with regional 
and district staff to provide 
direct support to volunteers 
and brigades/units and 
increase the capability to 
support local or state- wide 
recruitment and retention. 

Cont: Page 3

Australian Fire Service Medal Recipients  
Congratulations to our career and volunteer members 
recognised in the Australia Day Honours – awarded for their 
distinguished service and on-going commitment to 
Australian fire services.  

The Australian Fire Service Medal will be presented to:  

• Neil Brooksbank – Assistant Director, State Operations  

• Wade Stewart – 1st Officer, Retained Volunteer  

• Richard Cosstick – Volunteer, Operational Support. 

Thank you to Neil, Wade and Richard, for your years of  
selfless dedicated and distinguished service to the 
Tasmanian community under the Tasmania Fire Service. 

The Australian Fire Service Medal was instituted in 1988 to 
recognise those who have rendered distinguished service as 
a member of an Australian fire service. It is awarded to both 
career and volunteer members.

TVFBA State Meeting 

The next State meeting of the Association will be held on 19th of 
March. If members have issues they’d like raised, contact the TVFBA 
through the web site or email statepresident@tvfba.org.au

http://www.tvfba.org.au/register/


Volunteer February 23

Volunteer www.tvfba.org.au/register/ 3

From Page 2 

The Volunteer Strategy and Support Unit 
works in partnership with regional and 
district staff to provide direct support to 
volunteers and brigades/units and 
increase the capability to support local or 
state- wide recruitment and retention 
activities.  

Both streams will also work closely with 
other personnel and business units 
across TFS, SES and DPFEM, as well as 
with the three associations who 
represent our volunteers.  

Volunteer Medals and Awards 
The Tasmania Volunteer Firefighters Award 
Framework (TVFFAF) announces that 
nominations for the TFS Volunteer Medal and 
Awards are now open.  

Awarded to members who have provided 
diligent service with integrity, the Volunteer 
Medal is open for eligible operational 
firefighters while the Volunteer Awards are 
available for eligible operational support 
personnel.  

A Youth Award is also available for cadets who 
have served at least two years before 
progressing to an operational firefighter in a 
Brigade.  

Details about the selection criteria and 
nomination process is available on the 
TVFFAF Website. Nominations close 1 March 
2023.  

For further information contact the Framework 
Coordinator Robert Atkins on 0409 140 237 
or the Framework Chair Bruce Corbett on 
0417 872 427.  

Remembering Lyndsay

The TVFBA recognise the late Mr Lyndsay Suhr AFSM, who has 
been awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
posthumously for his service to the community of Tasmania.  

Lyndsay was the Derwent Group Officer with Tasmania Fire 
Service, the TVFBA State Fire Commission member and also the 
recipient of an Australia Fire Service Medal (AFSM). 

His 66-year career with Tasmania Fire Service and his service to 
the Tasmanian community was significant. The TVFBA 
acknowledge this lasting contribution as Lyndsay  is awarded the 
OAM.

TFVBA State Council 2022-24

http://www.tvfba.org.au/register/
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Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management, Felix Ellis, 
said to establish a new, strong chain of command, the Chief 
Officer of TFS will be elevated to the role of Commissioner of Fire 
and Emergency Services. 

“The Commissioner will report directly to the Minister of the day 
and will oversee the new Tasmania Fire and Emergency Service. 
The Director SES will remain in the TFES’ key leadership group,” he 
said. 

“The Commissioner will be in charge and will have clear 
responsibilities and accountability. 

“Fire’s key governance body - the State Fire Commission - will be 
retained and reformed to become the State Fire and Emergency 
Service Committee. 

“Its membership will grow to include representation from the SES 
and other emergency services, to ensure everyone has a voice at 
the table. 

“This Committee will be legislated and will report to and support 
the Commissioner of Fire and Emergency Services. 

“These reforms will be key parts of the new Fire and Emergency 
Services Act, which will be legislated later in the year. 

“I would like to thank everyone including our volunteer 
associations for their ongoing support in taking our emergency 
services from strength to strength. 

“These changes will empower our emergency services and is 
another example of how the Rockliff Liberal Government is taking 
action to keep Tasmanians safe.” 

For more information on this reform, visit fire.tas.gov.au/reform.

Strengthening fire and emergency 
partnerships to keep Tasmanians safe

Today (24 Jan 23), the Tasmanian Government 
has announced the first vital steps in 
establishing fit-for-future fire and emergency 
services. 

Following more than five years of reviews into 
the State’s emergency services, the Tasmania 
Fire Service and the State Emergency Services 
will now be merged to become the Tasmania 
Fire and Emergency Service and a strong chain 
of command will be established. 

Premier Jeremy Rockliff said reviews of the Fire 
Service Act have consistently found inadequate 
governance arrangements within the emergency 
services and this was a key motivator for change. 

“With the increasing frequency and severity of 
natural disasters, it is important we take action 
today to empower our emergency leaders for 
tomorrow,” he said. 

“The Tasmanian Liberal Government is 
committed to taking the steps we need to 
strengthen our emergency services to keep 
Tasmanians safe. 

“Merging these two key services recognises the 
support the more than 5,400 volunteers provide 
in times of crisis and recognises the strength in 
their existing cohesive and collaborative 
relationship. 

“We saw this collaboration most recently with 
the flood emergency in the North and North-
West.” 

"However, both the TFS and SES will keep their 
individual identities. We know how important 
this is to staff and volunteers of these 
organisations.” 

Continued next column

Review of Honours and Awards Guidelines

The TVFBA have been strongly involved in reviewing the framework 
that supports the presentation of the various awards of recognition 
within the TFS, with the aim of revamping the process. As 2023 gets 
underway, the process is close to completion, with recommendations 
being prepared for submission to the Chief Officer.  

The Guidelines will also include protocols for the wearing of honours, 
awards, and additional decorations; and the wearing of TFS uniform 
with decorations.  

http://www.tvfba.org.au/register/
https://tas.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87871fbd094066173a964fba4&id=8d08203185&e=bb04d111b2
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Life Membership Awarded

Recently Max Berry was awarded Life 
Membership of the Association at a function 
in Southern Region. Max is a worthy 
recipient of this honour, having given many 
years of outstanding service to the 
Association as well as the Tasmania Fire 
Service.

Working for Our Volunteers

There are many areas where the TVFBA is working towards 
achieving outcomes which will benefit volunteers. Areas where 
TVFBA representation is provided cover: 

·       Vehicle weight issues and GVM compliance. 

·       The Fire Service Act with the TFS as a separate agency. 

·       National Emergency Medals. 

·       Brigade connectivity/IT. 

·       Police checks. 

·       Permit Officer updates. 

·       TFS Honours and Awards. 

·       Volunteer Handbook. 

·       Volunteer Consultative Forums 

.       Hazard Materials Working Group 

.       Uniform Committee 

.       National bodies 

Association representation is made at all levels including to the 
Minister, Shadow Minister, Secretary/Deputy Secretary DPFEM 
and the Chief Officer. 

Volunteer members are welcome to attend any Branch meeting 
in the North, North-West and South.  Please see website 
www.tvfba.org.au for dates and places. 

Operational response and lithium-ion 
batteries - Motorola Knowledge Event 
Series 2022

AFAC, with the support of Motorola 
Solutions Foundation, presented a 
Knowledge Event Series across nine 
locations in Australia and New Zealand in 
October 2022. 

Participants heard an international expert 
perspective from guest presenter Professor 
Paul Christensen. Paul holds the Chair of 
Pure and Applied Electrochemistry at 
Newcastle University and is Senior Advisor 
to the UK National Fire Chiefs Council. 

He serves on the UK Cross-government 
Technical Steering Group for EV fire safety, 
and the UK BEIS Energy Storage Health and 
Safety Governance and Fire Service 
Working Groups. 

His research includes ignition tests on 
Electric Vehicle (EV) batteries and EVs, with 
the aim of researching thermal runaway in 
large lithium-ion batteries and informing 
the standard operational procedures of first 
responders. His expertise in this field has 
seen him assist fire and rescue services 
across the UK and around the world. 

https://www.afac.com.au

Training at Lilydale Memorial Hall for Intro to Hazardous Materials 
course with the hazmat technicians providing an important but 
engaging training session.

http://www.tvfba.org.au/register/
https://www.afac.com.au
http://www.tvfba.org.au
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TVFBA in the news - Tasmanian Country 

Southern Branch Meeting 

Recently the Southern Branch of Tasmanian Volunteer Fire Brigades 
Association met at Swansea Fire Station. Brigades represented 
Bicheno, Cranbrook, Swansea, Mayfield, Triabunna, Wattle Grove, 
Jericho, Lachlan, Westerway, Bagdad and Lachlan. 

Issues discussed were vehicle GVM, training, recruitment and 
retention, PPC, first aid, brigade elections, support for brigade 
officers, support during multiple fires and other volunteer matters.  

A motion was passed in relation to concerns over ongoing vehicle 
modifications without engineering advice. This motion was 
conveyed to the Tasmania Fire Service. 

http://www.tvfba.org.au/register/
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